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TADSA’s VISION 
To be a leader in developing unique and innovative equipment for people with disabilities in South Australia 

 
 
 

TADSA’s MISSION 
To improve the lives of people with disabilities, the frail, the aged and those who care for or assist them through the 

development of unique and innovative equipment, using the skills of volunteers and staff. 

TADSA Founding Fathers – John Cappo,Terry Cody, Andrew D owning, Kevin Neylon       Chairman  – John Cappo         1 st Co-ordinator  Bob Lake/Alan Short           Auditor  – Trevor Fechner 1978 
1977 23rd Sept                                                    1977 Dec 6th                                   1978 Jan                          1978 March 
1st meeting to discuss the concept of TADSA    Public meeting to form TADSA       TADSA incorporated       First Committee meeting held - Purchase of TADSA rubber stamp approved - Bank Balance $414-40 
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TADSA LIFE MEMBERS     CONTINUOUS TADSA            
 SERVICE 

Pamela Hill    20+ Years 
Roger Davis    Ken Lawson  
Trevor Fechner   Richard Jackson 
Ray Thiele                Julie Peak  
Bruce Steer    Michael Green 
Joe Tieste    Ray Thiele 
Ken Lawson    Ray Jolley 
Richard Jackson   Bill Shapley 
Joe Nimbs    Joe Tieste 
Stan Miller    Terry Hall 
Doug Gibson    Jim Were 
Ian Kirk    Doug Gibson 
Michael Green       
John Chivers    15+ Years   
Bill Richards    Bill Ashman 
Julie Peak (formerly Sullivan)  Steve Miller 
Jim Were    Doug Gibson 
Terry Hall    Michael Green 
Steve Miller    Joe Nimbs 

     Bill Richards 
     Roger Davis 
 

 
 

Remembering our Past Life Members – 
Alan Short, Frank Matthews, Bill Wurst & George Moore 

(all deceased) 

 

                                             ANNUAL  REPORT 

                                   1st July 2009 – 30 th  June 2010 

 
                 Management Committee and Nominated  Positions 
                                                 fo r 2009/2010 

 

Officers:             General Committee    
Members:  

Chairman - Richard Jackson   Joe Tieste 
Treasurer - John Harmer   John Williamson 
Secretary -  Tony Scully   Fred Stace 
         
Staff Positions (part-time):      
 
Office Manager/Newsletter Editor      Julie Peak   
Project Manager           Travis James   
Public Relations Officer   Ian Beaton   
         
 
Other Volunteer Office Positions:  
Project Follow-Up Officer   Ken Lawson  
Volunteer Liaison    Julie Peak  
Freedom Wheels Co-ordinator   Tony Scully 
Office Assistant    Annette Dumpe 
 
 
 
Trustees :  Richard Jackson, Ken Lawson & Tony Scully  
Hon. Auditor:   Kevin Osborn CPA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chairman  – John Cappo (1978 -1979),   Terry Cody (1980 -83)   Co-ordinator  – Bob Lake/Alan Short (1978), Alan Short (1979 -83)   NL Editor  – Gail Jackson(198 1-1985) Auditor  Trevor Fechner 1979-83 
1979    1980                                                       1981                                                   1982 -  Treasurer -Renato Fachin 1980-82 1983  -  
Bank Balance $1,319  National TAD Federation established   Dept. Com. Welfare Grant $1,000    Dept. Com. Welfare Grant $750    Dept. Com. Welfare Grant $750 
                                                1st Newsletter produced                       Co-op Foundation Grant $1,000         1st National Conference held-March  DIRC established 
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Chairman’s Report 
It is with pleasure that I present the Annual Report of Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA) Inc for 2009-10. 
 

As this report is being prepared, we are awaiting the outcome of a request for on-going funding so we can continue 
our unique service in its present form.  The predictions of a “horror” budget do nothing to help our confidence, but we 
are hopeful that sufficient funds will be available for us to keep the great team of people that has, for the past four 
years, worked assiduously to develop and expand our presence in the community.  The substantial increases in the 
number of volunteers we have and the number of clients we have assisted is clear evidence of the need of the work 
we do for people with disabilities, made possible by the willingness of our technical members to give their time so 
freely. 
 

This past year was the last of four years that was funded from a generous one-off grant received from the State Government in 2006–07.  It 
enabled us to establish the two extra staff positions that we saw as necessary to enable the Organisation to first reverse the decline in 
Technical Volunteer numbers and then expand into the community to attract more clients.  It was realised that it was unlikely we could 
recruit another volunteer Project Manager from our depleted ranks – the grant we received meant that we could employ Travis James to 
take over from our then Project Manager, Roger Davis.  And whilst our Office Manager, Julie Peak (then Sullivan) had managed to fit in 
public relations work and grant applications into all her other tasks, the addition of Ian Beaton as Public Relations Officer has greatly 
increased our reach into the community.  It would be tragic for our Organisation if we cannot maintain this level of support to people with 
disabilities.   Once again, our thanks must go to our volunteers and supporters, without whom we just would not exist. 
 

Whilst the future may not be crystal clear at the moment, one thing is certain – TADSA will be around in one form or another to continue its 
32 years of service to the community. 

Management Committee 
Our Management Committee meetings have been held monthly during the year.  We appreciate the time our dedicated committee has 
given in working towards our goals.  Extra time spent by committee members by participating in weekly project meetings, staff assessments 
etc. is also very much appreciated. 

Financial Report 
Financial statements for the period 1/7/2009 to 30/6/2010 and a list of our major supporters are included in this report (see pages 12 &13). 
Our main source of funds for the last year was the balance of the grant received in 2006-07 from the State Government, supplemented by 
the recurrent grant from the Department of Families and Communities, grants from various Government departments and private sources, 
and donations from a diverse range of donors.  Our thanks go to all that provided the support that is essential for our existence. 
 

Chairman  Terry Cody (1983-84)  Don Parkin (1985)       Treasurer – Renato Fachin(1983)   Richard Giles (1984 -85)          Co-ordinator  Alan Short (198 3-85)            Auditor  – Trevor Fechner  1983-85 
1983 -            1984  Co-op Foundation Grant $5,400 to purchase 3 new page-turners   1985 – Purchased 1st (and only) IBM 
Telecom Payroll Deductions-donations to TADSA established          Dept. Comm. Welfare Grant $500          TADSA segment on Channel 7 “State Affair”             electric typewriter $330 

Chairman,  
Richard Jackson 
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Office Management 
Julie Peak continued as Office Manager and Newsletter Editor working 23 hours (4 days) per week, with assistance one day per week 
from volunteer Annette Dumpe.  Annette’s regular contribution is very much appreciated.  Much time was spent during the year working on 
and maintaining TADSA’s policies and procedures, newsletters and the new website, plus normal office management. 
 
Client Assessments and Project Management 
Our paid Project Manager Travis James has been kept busy 30 hours (4) days per week with increased project enquiries due to additional 
public relations work.  Technical Membership has had a moderate increase, while the number of projects has increased by 15.4% from last 
year.  Tony Scully has given volunteer assistance to the Project Manager during the year to help with assessments.  This teamwork is very 
successful and we would like to thank Tony for the many volunteer hours per week he gives. 
 
Public Relations 
Ian Beaton has continued this year as our paid Public Relations Officer working 22½ hours per week.  It has been a very active year for 
public relations and this is reflected in the increased number of projects, donations and overall TADSA activity.  (see pages 11 & 16). 
 
Project Group Meetings 
Issues such as design and safety for each new project are discussed at our weekly Project Group Meetings.  They are attended by 
Chairman Richard Jackson, Secretary/Technical Member Tony Scully, Project Manager Travis James, and Technical Members Ken 
Lawson & Fred Stace. These meetings also provide the opportunity to review the progress of any outstanding projects. 
 
Project Follow-Up and Feedback  
It is an important policy for TADSA to contact the client usually a month or so after the delivery of their new or modified project.  In some 
instances, the client may have a deteriorating condition and the device originally requested by them may need to be modified to suit their 
current situation.  It is also an opportunity to evaluate our services.  Technical member Ken Lawson worked on these follow-ups during the 
year.  An evaluation sheet was completed for each project and then passed on to Julie Peak (Volunteer Liaison Officer) to report back to 
the relevant technical member who did the project to advise them if it was working well for the client or if it needed a little extra work.  This 
system works very well with clients and individual technical members appreciating the courtesy call informing them of the outcome.  
 
Volunteer Inductions 
All volunteers joining TADSA are required to attend a volunteer induction which includes an initial formal interview with the Project 
Manager and another staff member, followed by a meeting with the Office Manager and introduction to any other staff and office 
volunteers.  The induction concludes with a viewing of a 20 minute DVD “Just Like You” – a guide to etiquette and communicating with 
people with a disability.  This induction program is an important part of becoming a TADSA technical member. 
 

Chairman   Don Parkin  (1986-1988)  Terry Cody (1987 -88)  Co-ordinator  - Alan Short (198 5-88) Sheelagh Gordon (1988)      NL Editor -Gail Jackson/George Moore      Audito r –Trevor Fechne r(1986-88) 
1986 Treasurer – Richard Giles          1987-88) Treasurer – Frank Matthews         1988   1st TADSA office established–Regency Park Centre for Y oung Disabled (May’88) 
Dept. for Comm Welfare Grant $675    Federal Govt. Grant $18,650 to fund paid Co-ordinator    Federal Govt. Grant $48,735 to fund Co-ordinator & Secretary  New premises – 36a Regent St, Kensington (Nov ’88) 
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Equipment Loans 

Assessment Kits 
Our assessment kits are an important part of our assessment procedure.  During an assessment, if one of our existing 
commercial devices is suitable, it can be left with the client whilst their own equipment is on order.  Not all assessments 
result in the client needing tailor made equipment.  This system enables us to provide rapid response if a commercial 
device is available via our assessment kits.  We have during the year added a number of new items into these kits 
including a new voice amplifier (donated), and a Senior Pilot (infra red remote control). 
 

Page-turners 
Our loan pool of page-turners has done an outstanding job over the past 30 years or so, but new technology is 
gradually taking the place of these machines.  We are constantly on the lookout for equipment to include in our loan 
pool that would provide an easier and broader benefit and we see in the near future some of our page-turners being 
replaced by devices such as the IPad.   At this stage, however, we still receive occasional enquiries for this service and 
we will maintain enough page-turners to fill the need as required.  Page-turners are available for loan to people with 
severe disabilities or who are terminally ill.  Each machine has been modified by TADSA to accept various switching 
devices. 

 

Heavy Duty Electric Wheelchairs 
We have two heavy duty electric wheelchairs for loan to people usually living in country areas.  Any modifications or adaptions needed are 
carried out by our technical volunteers with the appropriate skills.  These chairs have helped many people to access an environment that 
another standard chair may not whilst waiting for their own equipment.  It has been a very much appreciated service when in some 
instances the waiting period could be quite lengthy. 

 
Launch of Freedom Wheels    

TADSA  Freedom wheels is a national program involving all state TADs working with TADNSW who, with 
support from Amway One By One Foundation have developed a range of standard add-ons that fit on a range of 
standard bikes.  This now means that an occupational therapist or physiotherapist can “prescribe” the 
attachments needed to correctly support a child, and a bike set up by TAD technical volunteers to suit is 
delivered to the child.  TADSA launched its first Freedom Wheels Clinic at Novita, attended by a group of 
TADSA volunteers, occupational therapists, physiotherapists, (Novita), technical member Neville Armstrong and 
Andrew Webb (occupational therapist), both from TADVIC.  We are very grateful to Storpac for the ongoing 
donation of storage space for the bikes and accessories and Budget for use of a van when required.  We 
especially thank Tony Scully and his team for the many hours spent working on this program. 

Chairman – Terry Cody/Don Parkin (1988),  Michael Wooley (198 9/90) Co-ordinator  -Sheelagh Gordon (1988/ 89)   NL Editor  –George Moore     Auditor s– Trevor Fech ner (1988)  AJ Potter,  
                 Ernst & Young (1989) 
1988  Treasurer – Frank Matthews  (1988-89)        1989/90   - moved to new premises c/- The Royal Society for  the Blind, Blacks Rd., Gilles Plains (April) 
Paid Co-ordinator -Sheelagh Gordon    Paid Secretary–Christine Kelly Jul (1988-Apr 1989)     Julie Sullivan paid Secretary  (May 1989)  1st photocopier & PR equipment purchased 
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ALLOCATED PROJECTS – 2009/2010  

   
     ap/tp Project Title                 ap/tp  Project Title                  ap/tp       Project Title                    ap/tp        Project Title  

   
tp Carrier for B-Pap machine  
  & battery 
tp Child support for boat  
tp Switch for door remote 
tp Walker modification 
ap Walker modification 
tp Environmental control system  
tp Feeding arm repair 
tp Electric recliner chair repair 
tp Swing away bed sticks 
tp Handset phone alarm-discontinued 
ap Wheelchair into car boot 
tp Freedom Wheels 001 
tp Freedom Wheels 002 
tp Freedom Wheels 003 
tp Freedom Wheels 004 
tp Freedom Wheels 005 
tp Freedom Wheels 006 
tp Freedom Wheels 007 
ap Shed set up advice 
ap Wheelchair problems assess  
ap Bed access 
ap Swing away table 
tp Wheelchair repair 
tp Gardening tools mods  
tp Fishing rod holder on wheelchair 
tp Office chair modification 
tp Office chair modification 
tp Petrol nozzle lever 
tp Wheelchair mods 
ap Transport device for  

  wheelchair  
tp Switch socket for alarm unit 
ap Bike modification 
tp Keyboard frame 
tp Chair modification 
tp T-bar spoons 
tp Meter box key 

tp Walking device for scooter 
ap Table mod & car harness 
tp Page-turner equipment  
tp Scooter repairs 
ap Door closer from wheelchair 
tp Baby alarm for hearing impaired 
ap Walker mods 
tp Golf bag carrier 
tp Walker brake repair 
tp Wheelchair stabiliser 
ap Call-bell modification -cancelled 
ap Suction device assessment 
ap Clothes dryer mods 
tp Walker mods 
tp Blue phone installation 
ap Walker mods  
tp Sliding table  
tp Walk-frame mods  
tp Snooker cue supply 
tp Clothes dryer mods 
ap Clothes dryer mods 
tp Bike modification 
ap Chair mods 
tp Restraining strap for  

 wheelchair 
tp Walker mods 
ap Chair mods 
tp Chair mods 
tp Bath-board 
tp Garage door closer 
tp Walker mods 
tp Drink holder 
tp Table top modification 
ap Personal washing device- 

   cancelled 
tp Kitchen utensil 
tp Wheelchair table 
tp Computer repair 

tp Ezy-Kneeler mods 
ap Walker mods 
tp Wall mounted shower sponge 
tp Walker mods - discontinued 
tp Walker mods 
tp Dining chairs - mods 
tp TV Remote control repair 
tp Bath chair repair 
tp Program CareAlert 
tp Emergency call system mod 
tp Walker mods 
tp Vibrating alarm for deaf  

  person 
tp Bowling frame mods 
tp Seat modification 
tp Drinking device 
tp Intercom repair 
ap Shower mods 
ap Pool ladder modification 
tp Cooking aids 
ap Shoes - dressing device 
tp Computer setup 
ap Fold-up walker - cancelled 
ap Chair modification 
tp Bar fridge installation 
tp Call bell modification- 

   discontinued 
ap Building new home - advice 
tp Program Senior pilot 
tp Blue phone setup 
ap Car boot closure assistance 
tp Car hoist repair 
tp Golf sticks mods 
tp Chair mods 
ap Knee switch mount on  

  wheelchair 
tp Knee switch mount on  

  wheelchair 

tp Lounge chair modification 
ap Recliner chair modification 
tp Shower mods  
ap Thoracic strap for bed  
tp Drinking device mods  
tp Walker mods 
ap Switch assessment-  

  discontinued 
tp Delay switch 
tp Call alarm modification 
tp Bathroom handles 
tp T" bar spoon 
ap Wheelchair attach to scooter 
tp Chair modification 
tp Walking device for scooter 
tp Walker modification 
tp Lifter modification 
tp Soap holder 
tp FW - Book carrier- discontinued 
tp Flameless cigarette lighter 
tp Iron guard repair 
tp Wheelchair brakes - repair 
tp Crystal switch supply 
ap Bed modification 
tp Kitchen chair modification 
tp Program Senior Pilot controller 
ap Home assessment 
ap Child's trolley for school equip.  
tp Walker brakes  
tp Call bell repair  
ap Custom bed-stick 
tp Security camera installation 
tp Drinking device - discontinued 
tp Spoon modification 
tp Shelf under TV 
tp Table platform 
tp TV & remote setup 
tp TV & remote setup 

     Chairman  – Michael Wooley (1990 -91)             Co-ordinator - Sheelagh Gordon  1990/91/Roger Davis (volunteer) 1991/92              Treasurer -Frank Matthews                Auditor  – Trevor Fechner        
     1989/90   Bank Balance $3-46                               1990/91                   1991/92 – Acting Chairman  – Richard Jackson (1992) 
     5th page-turner donated by Co-op Foundation              Julia Farr Centre         Resignation of Chairman–Roger Davis appointed volunteer Co-ordinator    RSB/TADSA Advertiser Youth Art Show 
                  $8,000 donation        “Community Conversations”  on RPH began featuring TADSA monthlynn    6th Page-turner donated by Co-op 
                  $5,000 ( JF Foundation)       Julie Sullivan-Office Manager       1st computer purchased   Foundation 
     Nov- Resignation of Sheelagh Gordon, Co-ordinator     RSB/TADSA Workshop agreement  Julia Farr Centre-$10,000             TADSA Schools Program instigated – run by Alan Short 
                                                   Mt Gambier – Possible branch trip   Julia Farr Foundation-$5,000 
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ap Bowling ramp 
ap Reading unit mods 
ap Oxygen bottle carrier for gopher 
ap Walker mods - discontinued 
ap Over-table assessment 
tp Garage door opener on  

          wheelchair 
tp Automatic sweet dispenser 
tp Motorised table 
tp Custom bed-stick 
ap Gardening tools assess 
tp Child's trolley for school equip. 
ap Paint brush holders 
ap Shower cushion replacement 
ap Chair modification - cancelled 
tp Remote control repair 
tp Paint brush mouth piece 
tp Paint brush mouth piece 
tp Sofa modification 
tp Bowling ramp mods 
tp Walking bar 
ap Pool access assessment 
tp Wheelchair trailer for scooter  
ap Bike assessment for child 
ap Door locking assessment 
tp Toilet modification 
tp TV & remote setup 
tp Wireless headset mods 
ap Over-way table assessment 
ap Seating for pool 
tp Recliner chair modification 
tp Wheelchair footplate mod-  

   discontinued 
tp Program emergency call phone 
tp Program emergency call phone 
tp Ramp installation 
ap Guarded kitchen knife 
tp Shower cushion replacement 

ap Wheelchair controls  
  assessment 

tp Care Alert installation 
ap Child's seat shock absorb -  

   cancelled 
tp Transport device for wheelchair  
tp Trackball for computer - supply 
ap Electric door assessment  
tp Electric door relocation  
ap Electric door re-locate  
ap Walker repairs - cancelled  
ap Home assessment-internal  
   doors 
tp Thoracic strap for bed  
tp Door bell repair 
tp Program emergency call phone 
tp Laundry chute lifter repair  
tp Wheelchair foot-guard  
tp Oxygen bottle carrier for gopher 
tp Person lifter 
tp Car clutch extension 
tp Recliner chair repair 
tp Electric over-way table 
tp Tap turner 
tp Over-table footrest 
ap Lifter mods 
tp Strapping for holding scissors 
tp Office ramp 
tp Key grip for car key 
tp Bike steering mechanism 
tp Wheelchair repair 
tp Baby alarm flashing light 
tp Bed pole 
tp Bicycle pedals 
tp Seat stalks modification 
ap Pitch fork gutter 
ap Computer assessment 
tp Senior pilot mounting & repair 
tp Chin control mount - repair 

ap Change table - cancelled 
ap Foot stool for bed 
tp Touch talker mounting 
tp School desk mods 
tp Speech amplification 
tp Gate sensors 
tp Wrist watch with buzzer 
ap Door access 
tp Pitch fork gutter 
tp Wheelchair footrest 
tp Computer installation 
ap Microwave shelf 
tp Walker carrier for scooter 
ap Environmental Control System  
tp Wheelchair control protector 
ap Suppository applicator assess 
tp Seating for pool 
tp TS Phone repair 
tp TV Shelf 
tp Phone repairs and remote setup 
tp Walker repairs 
tp Call system 
tp TV cables relocation 
ap Walking sling hook 
tp Door bell adjustment 
ap Tray mount on wheelchair 
tp Radio volume controllers (2) 
tp Special TADSA Trophy mounts 
tp Guarded kitchen knife 
tp Door repair 
ap Door opener assessment 
ap Wheelchair problem assessment 
tp Suppository applicator 
tp Pool cues supplies from TADACT 
tp Senior Pilot installation 
ap Library workspace assessment 
tp Chair modification-discontinued 
tp Clothes iron guard 
ap Phone access 

   tp Phone holder 
   ap Chair modifications 
   tp Communication devices 

ap Bed modifications - assess 
ap Hanging therapeutic sling 
ap Bike mod for CP child 
tp Scooter modifications 
tp Kitchen chair mod 
tp Dog harness for wheelchair use 
tp Modify garden setting 
tp Communication devices 
ap Drink bladder stand assess 
tp Swing table to read books -  
   cancelled 
tp Collapsible walking stick/crutch 
tp Wheelchair modification 
tp Phone assessment 
tp 4 x Child's chairs & 1 table 
tp Bandsaw mod 
tp Raise fridge height 
ap Wheelchair mod 
ap Sling leg extensions 
tp Keyboard guard 
tp Magnifying glass - mount 
tp Keyboard table and chair mods 
tp Office chair and table mods 
tp Hanging Therapeutic sling 
tp FW Bike stand 
ap Home furniture access 
tp Childs mobility device 
tp House repairs 
tp Walking sling hook 
tp VCR and DVD setup 
tp Cutting board frame 
ap Reading glasses holder 
ap Home assessment 
ap Modified walking stick frame 

   
Legend:  ap= assessment project       tp = technica l project 

TADSA TOTAL ACTIVITY  totalled in excess of 625 of which 291 resulted in 87 assessments, 197 TADSA projects and 7 Freedom Wheels Bikes projects.  
TADSA is also a very good source of information or reference for clients seeking assistance.    A total number of 8 new technical volunteers were recruited 
during the year.  

1992-1994   Chairman  – Richard Jackson  Treasurer  - Frank Matthews    Volun teer Co -ordinato r–Roger Davis    Office Manager –Julie Sullivan   NL Editor -George Moore   Auditor –Trevor Fechner  
1992/93   TADSA/SA Housing Trust advisory service established     Port Lincoln branch established        1993/94  DIRC/TADSA Common Ground computer loan scheme instigated 
Julia Farr Centre donation $10,000          Client Services/Liaison Officer position established                                   TADNT branch established    
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Seniors (12.5%)

                             Total Activity Summary  

 

Total Activity 2009/2010    Total Activity 2008/2009  

TADSA Assessments   87  TADSA Assessments    89 
TADSA Projects  197  TADSA Projects  162 
Freedom Wheels Projects    7  Freedom Wheels      1 
    291      252 
Info Delivery   259  Info Delivery   211 
Referrals       40  Referrals     28 
Freedom Wheels      26  Freedom Wheels     - 
Misc           9  Misc      14 

    625      505 
 
 
  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LEGEND 
THPY -   THERAPY 
HYG -   HYGIENE 
BEDS -   BED MODS 
EAT/DR -   EAT DRINK 
HOUSE -   HOUSE 
WALK -   WALK AIDS 
WCH -   WHEELCHAIR 
LIFT/ST -   LIFTING STANDING 
TRANS -   TRANSPORT 
COMM -   COMMUNICATION 
VOC/ED -   VOCATIONAL/  
          EDUCATIONAL 
REC -   RECREATION 
FW -   FREEDOM WHEELS  

1993-95  Chairman  –Richard Jackson   Treasurer -Frank Matthews    Volunteer Co -ordinator  –Roger Davis   Office Manager  –Julie Sullivan   NL Editor  –George Moore     Auditor –Trevor Fechner  
1994/5 - JFC Benefactors Foundation $10,000               1995/6  - CC Loan Co-ord Leonore Scott         
Continuation of monthly radio program, Common Ground computer Loan Scheme,         Julia Farr Benefactors Endowment Fund $15,000   Rugged Terrain electric wheelchair & 2 page-turners added to loan            
SA Housing Trust program, TADSA’s School program & TADSA Port Lincoln branch.     PR equipment updated                                                                                 - donated by Levi Strauss & Adelaide Bank 
Julia Farr Benefactors Foundation donation $10,000     OH& Safety Manual produced 
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Some Special TADSA Projects 
                                             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Daily Living  – Walk-frames 
are commercially available, 
but in many instances, they 
need modification to suit the 
individual user.   In this case, 
the walk-frame did not 
provide the user the needed 
support.  
 
TADSA added gutters to the 
armrests, providing better 
comfort and control. 
 
Design/Construction time: 
22 hours  
 

Recreation - This lady enjoys painting with her 
friends in an art class, but found it very difficult to 
hold a paint brush.  TADSA  made the mouth piece 
for her, fortunately all brushes used in the class fit 
within the one holder.  She now has much more 
control with the brush and can enjoy her creative art. 
Design/Construction time: 6 hours (for 2)  
 

Gardening – Following an accident, this client now 
spends much of his time in a wheelchair and has 
diminished strength in his hands and wrists.  He was 
anxious to get back to gardening, so our technical 
member (shown) made gutters or splints so the 
gripping force and the movement would be 
transferred to the client’s lower arm. He can now 
once again enjoy what was once a favourite past-time 
prior to his accident. 
Design/Construction time: 52 hours  

Family Fun  – This bike was 
modified using Freedom 
Wheels parts.  A high rise 
back support was added and 
the pedals were replaced 
with a pair of custom made 
plates.  This little girl can now 
sit upright and can finally go 
riding with her sister. 
 
Design/Construction time:  
20 hours  

Commun ication for hearing impaired people  
In this situation, TADSA was asked to modify a 
standard child alarm that could be used by 
parents who were both deaf and could not hear 
their youngest daughter crying at night.  This 
device contained lights but were not strong 
enough to wake the parents.  TADSA technical 
volunteer mounted a xenon strobe light on a box. 
The intensity of this strobe is sufficient to wake 
the parents. 
 
Design/Construction time: 36 hours  

Chairman  – Richard Jackson   Treasurer - Frank Matthews  1987-97   Volu nteer Co -ordinator  – Roger Davis   Office Manager  – Julie Sullivan    NL Editor –George Moore    Auditor – Trevor Fechner  
1996/97               1997/98                                  1998/99 –1st State Governmentt funding $10,000  - Treasurer  Betty Walker  
JFC donation      Pt. Lincoln branch closed    Continuation of other TADSA awareness programs    Victor Harbor Open Meeting           plus Julia Farr funding ($15,000)               
$15000            CC Computer Loan Scheme closed   Technical Members Handbook produced     

Technical Volunteers Wolf and Jakub working 
with client 

Client trying out his garden tools assisted by Technical Volunteer John 
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We thank all of our supporters for their invaluable assistance 
during this year 

Public Relations Activity 2009/2010 
Public relations activities again assisted with the continued growth of the Organisation.  A 15.4% increase in the number of projects completed this year 
contributed to an over 40% increase since the 07/08 financial year.  
 
Talks to Groups/Expos  - Talks and expos continue to be an important component of the public relations program, enabling information about the 
Organisation’s services to be given to a diverse range of people.  Groups which received presentations included Disability SA, service clubs and support 
organisations. TADSA representatives also appeared on Coast FM, Radio Adelaide and ABC 891.  (See Appendix page 16) 
 
Publications  – Articles about TADSA and our services were published in 17 publications. 15 paid advertisements and 54 entries in Messenger Newspapers’ 
Noticeboard complimented this free publicity.  (See Appendix page16). 
 
Country Services  – The Organisation’s expansion into Victor Harbor continued this year.  We now have a small group of volunteers based in the Southern 
Fleurieu and several projects have been completed.  
 
Updating the Brand  – The updating of the TADSA website which was the final element of the re-branding process was completed during the year.  
Unfortunately due to unforseen circumstances, a new website developer had to be found and assistance with this came from the Technology Industry 
Association.  South Australian company WallCann was engaged to update/upgrade the TADSA site.  As well as providing information on TADSA services and 
volunteering opportunities, the site also features two videos (an ABC Stateline story and a promotional video produced by Flinders University media students), 
information on completed projects, an online donations page and an online shop. This shop features amongst other products, commercially available devices to 
help people who struggle with day to day activities.  TADSA will receive a commission from any sale that occurs through its site.   Minister for Disability the Hon. 
Jennifer Rankine launched the site at Parliament House on May 26.  (see page 14). 

Grants/Donations/In kind support 
TADSA received a number of large grants and donations as follows: 

·  Office for Volunteers  – to purchase a laptop computer and projector 
to be used for talks, presentations and at expos to attract new 
volunteers, clients and donations 

·  United Way - for assistance with operational costs 
·  National Seniors Foundation - to assist with completing 11 projects 

for clients 
·  Cops for Kids - toward the Freedom Wheels program 
·  TADSA also received in kind support from the following companies 

·  Storpac - providing ongoing storage for Freedom Wheels bikes and 
accessories 

·  Budget Rent A Car – providing a van to transport Freedom Wheels 
bikes to bike clinics, and to deliver completed bikes to clients  

·  WallCann hosting of the TADSA website 
·  Alison Fort Design providing ongoing graphic design services 

                                                                                                                                        
                                      
                                                                                                                                                        

Chairman  – Richard Jackson   Treasur er – Betty Walker /Graham Adams  (2000/01) Project  Co-ordinator  – Roger Davis   Office Manager – Julie Sullivan    NL Editor –George Moore /Julie Sullivan          
                     Office Assistant  – Annette Dumpe                         Auditor – Bryan Alford 
1999/2000            2000/2001           2001/2002        2002/2003 – Treasurer  Daniel Sullivan 2003/04 
4 page-turners – Options Co-ord.           JFS-$10,000   JFS $10,000    Computer & software added to Loan Pool 3rd Rugged Terrain Wheelchair-donated by Adelaide Bank  
Julia Farr Services $10,000  2nd Electric Wheelchair donated           Digital Camera purchased (Grant)  Charitable Foundation 
    Office Fridge donated            JFS - $10,000    2 Assessment Kits donated by United Way 
    1st Volunteers Pub Lunch        JFS $10,000         
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TECHNICAL AID TO THE DISABLED (SA) INCORPORATED 

STATEMENT BY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 

 
The Management Committee of Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA) Incorporated (TADSA) has determined that the Organisation is not a 
reporting entity and that this special purpose report is prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting requirements of the Associations 
Incorporation Act 1985 and the requirements of the constitution of TADSA and its members.   

 
In the opinion of the Management Committee, the financial report: 

 
1.      (a) Presents fairly the financial position of TADSA for the year ended 30th June 2010. 

(b) At the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe that TADSA will be able to pay its debts as and when 
they fall due. 

 
2.  Since the end of the previous financial year no officer of TADSA, no firm of which an officer is a member, and no body corporate in 

 which an officer has a substantial financial interest, has received or become entitled to receive any benefit as a result of a contract 
 between the officer, firm or body corporate and TADSA. 

 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Management Committee and is signed for and on behalf of the Committee 
by: 

 
 
 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              …………………………………. 
                     Chairperson                                                      Treasurer 

                                                                                                         Dated at Adelaide this 24th day of August 2010 
 
 
 
  
 

Chairman  – Richard Jackson   Treasurer  – Daniel Sullivan/Ken Lawson (2004)  Yilidana Rewupu (2005)   Bob Tinker (2006)       Project Manager (Roger Davis)  Travis James (2007)       
           Office Manager/NL Editor  – Julie Sullivan                        Public Rel ations Officer  (2008) 
2004/2005 – additional $10,000 from JFS   2005/2006           2006/2007 
TADSA Policies & Procedures ongoing ratification     One-Off Grant $300,000 State Government for 2 new s taff positions Award to Roger Davis by Northern Volunteering 
New TADSA brochures produced    2nd hand photocopier purchased New Website developed by HETA    Office computers upgrade (Grant)  TADSA office refurbishment 
               Dolphin River Cruise –Christmas/Thank You Party 
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TECHNICAL AID TO THE DISABLED (SA) Inc.
  ABN 90 797 478 904

    Balance sheet Income and Expenditure Statement 
As at 30th June 2010         Year ended 30th June 2010

2010 2009 2010 2009
ACCUMULATED FUNDS $ $ INCOME $ $
Balance Brought Forward 123,897 102,377 Donations 12,338 6,551
Current Year Surplus (Deficit) 5,054 21,520 Newsletter 1,500 1,500

128,951 123,897 Public Relations 273 2,200
Represented by: Special Projects 6,600 1,500
ACCUMULATED ASSETS Car Park Caper 0 7,060
Cash at Bank 10,712 8,397 Equipment Loan 125 280
Sundry Debtors 1,816 1,889 Freedom Wheels 4,500 0
Term Deposit NAB 5047 20,000 20,000 Grant Income Recurrent 24,353 23,586
Term Deposit NAB 3808 20,000 20,000 Grant Income Amortised 100,000 100,000
Term Deposit NAB 3271 149,261 221,635 Grant Income Other 6,600
At Call a/c Adelaide Bank 1,161 15,146 Interest Received 10,275 20,853
NAB Payroll Clearing Account 800 800 Projects 17,065 14,465
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS 203,750 287,867 Subscriptions 805 1,545

Sundry Income 3,663 194
TOTAL INCOME 188,097 179,734

CURRENT LIABILITIES
Sundry Creditors 319 (478) Less EXPENDITURE
GST Liabilities -391 (359) Association Costs 1,167 997
Payroll Liabilitiies 5,679 2,778 Bad Debts 0 1,052
Provision for Long Service Leave 5,784 9,121 Bank Charges 394 117
Unexpended Grant Income 63,408 100,000 Cleaning 1,169 1,273

74,799 111,062 Conference Expenses 1,764 1,383
Finance Charges 4 0

NON CURRENT LIABILITIES Insurance 8,245 7,728
Unexpended Grant Income 0 52,908 Internet Service 1,906 807

Leasehold Improvements 0 0
TOTAL LIABILITIES 74,799 163,970 Miscellaneous 503

Newsletter 1,790 2,467
NET ASSETS 128,951 123,897 Office Equipment 9,063 334

Office Expenses 1,388 2,042
Photocopying 103 155
Postage 845 648
Printing and Stationery 1,411 454
Freedom Wheels Aggreg Expenses 1,328 0
Projects 13,579 14,251

I have audited the accounts of Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA) Inc as at Public Relations 3,195 6,291
30th June 2010 and find that they have been properly drawn up and show the Rent 3,484 3,483
true financial position of the Organisation. Salaries and Oncosts 122,368 105,895

Security 323 356
Staff Training 0 85

I am satisfied that the Grant Funds provided by the Minister of Families and Sundry Expenses 0 1,608
Community Services, Disability Services, have been used as per the requirements Telephone 3,429 2,412
of the Department. Travel Expenses 5,585 3,876

Wheelchairs 0 500
TOTAL EXPENSES 183,043 158,214

Kevin Osborn CPA (Auditor) NET SURPLUS FOR YEAR 5,054 21,520

Chairman:  Richard Jackson Treasurer:  Bob Tinker    Project Manager:  Roger Davis (2006) Paid Project Manager (2007) Travis James  Office Manager/NL Editor:  Julie Sullivan   Auditor:  Kevin Osborn 
2007/2008          
Project Manager employed April 2007       Certificate of Recognition awarded to TADSA by Northern Volunteering          National Standards for Disability Policies & Procedures established   
Public Relations Officer employed July 2007 TADSA’s 30th Birthday-Visit to Parliament House  TADSA Brand updated      Website upgraded by HETA            Office refurbishment completed 
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Special Events 

New TADSA Life Memberships 

Technical Members Terry Hall and Steve Miller were awarded TADSA Life Memberships.  
Terry attended TADSA’s inaugural meeting in 1978, so has been a long term member.  
Steve joined 10 years ago and has spent time as a committee member and working on 
many projects over this time.  
 

Christmas/Thank You Party 

Where would TADSA be without our dedicated volunteers, donors and sponsors?  Each 
year our volunteers and donors/sponsors are invited to our annual Christmas/Thank 
You party.  We were very fortunate in 2009 to enjoy the facilities of the Port Adelaide Sailing Club for this event.  This day also 
included a demonstration of Sailability, an international sailing program available for people with disabilities regardless of age or 
ability.  Our guests enjoyed great hospitality from the PASC members, including a most rewarding sail on the Port River in larger 
yachts and some also experienced a sail in one of the Sailability boats.  We are very grateful to the PASC for the opportunity to 
thank our volunteers and supporters in a special way. 
 

 
A Day at the Clipsal Races 

In recognition and appreciation of services, TADSA was invited by the former Minister for Volunteers the Hon. Tom 
Koutsantonis MP, to nominate a group of 15 volunteers to enjoy the Premier’s hospitality at the South Australia Suite 
at the 2010 Clipsal 500 V8 Race held in March.  Our group of volunteers enjoyed a magnificent day and our thanks 
to the Department of the Premier and Cabinet for this special day.   An interesting statistic - the number of volunteer 
years within this small group of TADSA volunteers who attended the Clipsal race totalled 134 years. 
 

 
 
 

 

TADSA Website 

The Hon. Jennifer Rankine, Minister for Disability, officially launched our new website on May 26th 2010 at Parliament 
House (see Public Relations Report page 12).  Our thanks go to the Minister and her staff for their hospitality on the 
day and also thanks to the staff of WallCann for their efficient help and support in getting this site up and running and 
for their ongoing hosting of the site. 
 

Chairman:  Richard Jackson Treasurer:  Bob Tinker     Office Manager/NL Editor:  Julie Sullivan Project Manager:  Travis James      Public  Relations Officer : Ian Beaton Auditor:  Kevin Osborn 
2007/2008               2008/2009  
TADSA expansion to Victor Harbor area       Continuation of TADSA’s 30th Birthday – catered luncheon   Grant from Office for Volunteers to produce promotional video – in-kind services supplied by Flinders 
1st Volunteer Induction held                        New TADSA brochures           SEF achieved (Nov 2008)                                                                                                        University 
ABC Adelaide Car Park Caper         Volunteer’s Luncheon          Upgrade of PR equipment  

Richard with new Life Members, Steve Miller and Terry Hall 

Technical members Bruce Steer, Les Loffler, 
 Ken Lawson  & Barton Day at the Races 

Hon. Jennifer Rankine MP with Ian Beaton (TADSA), Clive Wallace( WallCann) & Julie Peak (TADSA) 



TADSA ANNUAL REPORT – 2009/2010 

 - 15 -

Thank You 
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Major Sponsors/Donors (over $1,000)  
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Chairman:  Richard Jackson Treasurer:  Bob Tinker     Office Manager/NL Editor:  Julie Sullivan Project Manager:  Travis James      Public Relations Officer : Ian Beaton Auditor:  Kevin Osborn 
2009/2010 
Launch of Freedom Wheels      Continuation of upgrading TADSA Brand 
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Talks/Events 2009/2010
 

Expos  
Disability SA (South Therapy)  
Disability SA - Regency Pk 
 
Service Groups  
Rotary Clubs  

Modbury  
Tea Tree Gully  
Victor Harbor 
Elizabeth  
Thebarton 
Holdfast Bay  
Morialta  
North Adelaide  

 
 
 

 
Lions Clubs 

Playford  
Prospect  
Paralowie  
McLaren Vale  
 

Kiwanis Club Tea Tree Gully  
Zonta Gepps Cross 
 
Other  

Stroke Support Group West Lakes  
Stroke Support Groups Ingle Farm  
Northern Aged Carers Group  
National Seniors Modbury  
Uni SA OT students  
Payneham Combined Probus 
McGuinness McDermott Foundation  
 

 
 
S.E.F. recognition ceremony  
SA Disability Expo  
West Torrens Council Volunteer Expo  
Playford Disability Expo  
Victor Harbor public meeting 

 
Publications  

myCOTA magazine (3) 
Victor Harbor Times (5) 
Messenger – Leader 
Stroke SA newsletter 
National Seniors Extra  
Border Watch 
Advertiser 
Office for the Ageing newsletter 
Australian Retired Persons’ Association 
Advertiser Business Online 
Technology Industry Association 
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When you are considering your Will 
 
Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA) Inc. (TADSA) provides an important service to people with disabilities in South Australia.  While all work is 
carried out by volunteers, administrative costs need to be met.  TADSA relies heavily on private donations from the public to help cover these 
costs. 
 
People with disabilities need your help.  When making your Will, please remember this Organisation as a very deserving charity.  Your legal 
adviser will tell you how best to include your donation in the document. 
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  Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA) Inc. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PO Box 540 
Modbury  SA  5092 

 
 

Phone: 08) 8261 2922 
Fax:      08) 8369 1051 

Email: admin@tadsa.org.au  
Website:  www.tadsa.org.au  

 
Statewide Local Call – 1300 663 243 

Covers and  binding kindly donated by Officeworks, Gilles Plain s, SA 

 

 


