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ANNUAL REPORT 
 

1st July 2018 – 30th June 2019 

 

Board Members 

 

Board Members:          

Officer Holders:  

 

Antonia Karydis - Frisan (Chairperson) 

Paul Mathews - (Deputy Chair)    

Stephen Thornton - (Treasurer)    

Damian Del Campo (Secretary)    

  

General Board Members:      

  John Harmer 

  Pusheela Jummun 

  Yvonne Green  

  Lucas Filmore (until 30/06/19) 

  Amarish Thakur (until 04/02/19) 

  Miriam Pirone (until 30/11/18) 

  Barry Patterson (until 30/8/18) 

  Justin Leckie (until 01/08/18) 

     

      

Staff Positions (part-time):  

 

Chief Executive Officer Nick Carusi  .6FTE (until April 2019) 

General Manager Tracey Watters             .7FTE (from April - June 2019) 

Public Relations Officer Ian Beaton    .6FTE  

       

Volunteer Office Positions: 

Project Manager       Ralph Drage 

Assistant Project Co-ordinator   Des Rosenberg 

Assistant Project Co-ordinator                            Leon Boase 

Project Follow-Up Officer    Ken Lawson 

 

Patron: 

 Libby Kosmala OAM Paralympian & South Australian Sports Hall of Fame  

 Inductee              

 

Hon. Auditor:   

 Kevin Osborn CPA 
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CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

 
A year of change and growing pains! 

TADSA is an active and contributing member of TAD Australia, and particularly, the 

Information, Linkages and Capacity Building (ILC) yearlong project brought to the 

forefront our participation in the national collaboration effort. This project enabled 

greater sharing and interaction, creating the new logo TAD AUSTRALIA and motto 

“stronger together!”  

The impact of TAD’s national marketing focus and the significant body of work 

undertaken by KPMG, Adelaide, highlighted the necessity to modernise and identify 

opportunities more broadly. For TADSA to continue to “Make life a TAD easier” an 

appropriate funding model is as important as is the manner that we use to connect with 

our community.  

Together with my TADSA Board colleagues, we have continued our efforts in planning, 

shaping and providing direction to the TADSA membership. What is more, whilst 

preparing for the 2019/2020 AGM, the foreshadowed changes at the 2018/2019 AGM 

echoed.  

The invaluable and unconditional contributions by the many TADSA volunteers, 

employees and my fellow Board colleagues are highly commendable and sincerely 

acknowledged. On behalf of my TADSA Board colleagues we are earnestly privileged 

and grateful to have been given the confidence and support to steer TADSA in what 

have been difficult and challenging times. 

In spite of the challenges that change has delivered, the TADSA family continues to 

give from the heart to the South Australian community after 41 years. Pleasingly, 

TADSA’s projects have increased however I believe that there are still many projects 

out there. Consequently this year TADSA adopted a broader community awareness 

campaign. 

I take the opportunity to thank and bid a warm farewell to employees and Board 

Members; Nick Carusi, Ian Beaton, Lucas Filmore and Amarish Thakur. Additionally, I 

warmly welcome Tracey Watters (GM) who has put in a sterling effort over the past six 

months. Moreover, I also welcome our new volunteers that further extend the TADSA 

family. 

My experience with TADSA has been amazing and rewarding and has changed my life 

in many ways. As a TADSA Board member and in the privileged and respected position 

of Chair I see endless and exciting opportunities awaiting TADSA. Fundamentally 

TADSA as a solutions provider must continue to meet the needs and demands of our 

community. Therefore, exciting challenges ahead for TADSA include connecting with 

national and local audiences, customers, referrers, partners, philanthropic supporters, 

the state and federal governments, amongst others. Encouraging such diverse 

connections will make sure TADSA not only remains relevant but is able to take full 

advantage of its impact to ensure a sustainable future. 

.     

Antonia Karydis Frisan, Chaiperson 
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GM’S REPORT 
 

I joined TADSA in April this year upon the retirement of then CEO, Mr Nick Carusi who 

led the organisation for over 7 years. The roll out of the NDIS had been completed; our 

hard won government funding ceased two months later, and a new and uncertain 

approach to doing business under the NDIS was required where both the organisation 

and our clients are having to navigate a new way of accessing support.          

Our biggest challenge is how we transform TADSA from its roots as a charity heavily 

dependent on government funding (which has now stopped) into a financially 

sustainable mission driven profit for purpose assistive technology provider in the new 

world order of the NDIS - a market driven industry that is no longer propelled by 

traditional systems of referral.  Are consumers ready?  What are the principles of choice 

and control, and how will we ensure clients know about TADSA’s assistive technology 

offering?   

 

To achieve this transformation requires that we go on a journey of relationship building 

so that the information clients need in making ‘choice and control’ a reality travels 

across these relationships and clients know how to contact us. 

  

TADSA volunteers will continue to create soutions to change people’s lives.   Whether 

that be to use an iPad, ride a bike or to bathe independently, TADSA’s talented 

technical volunteers have been there, and will continue to be there using their skills to 

make these goals a reality.  

 

Redeveloped last year, the TADSA website continues to be our most persistent vehicle 

for engagement and our increasing use of social media platforms including e-mail 

marketing, our monthly newsletter to our database and using a more targeted Facebook 

approach are all helping us to drive awareness and engagement about assistive 

technology.  

 

Our volunteers have amazing skills, which they put to great use to improve the quality 

of lives of all of our clients and we acknowledge their work and celebrate their creativity 

and achievements.  

 

In closing, I would like to congratulate Board members and volunteers for their 

tremendous dedication and commitment in making sure TADSA survives the challenges 

of the future and also thank our sponsors, donors, stakeholders, other providers and 

organisations in the aged and disability sectors for their continuing support.  

 

Tracey Watters  

General Manager April - June 2019  
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TADSA PROJECTS 
 

138 projects were completed this year taking a total of 1755 hours of Technical 
Volunteer time.  This is a slight increase on last year where we completed 114 projects 
taking 1628 hours.  
  
TADSA’s skilled volunteers continue to work alongside clients and their occupational 
therapist or other health professional in delivering projects that meet their needs and 
expectations in providing the independence they desire. 
 

 
A SHOWCASE OF TADSA PROJECTS 

 
All terrain four wheeled wheelbarrow 
 
Our client, Peter, has a spinal cord injury, which has 

adversely affected his right limbs. He lives on a large 

property on the Fleurieu Peninsula and required a very 

stable four wheeled, all terrain, and tipping 

wheelbarrow. The wheelbarrow had to have handles 

set quite high as Peter is very tall and has difficulty 

bending. He would also be leaning down through these 

handles and relying on them to support some of his 

weight as he moves the barrow around so a cross 

section that extended between the handles similar to 

what you would see on a shopping trolley suited Peter’s 

needs. The wheels needed to be quite large in order to 

manage the rough terrain on Peter’s property. TADSA 

Volunteer John Stevens (pictured right) undertook the 

project. He built the frame from scratch and bought a 

lightweight barrow tray. The finished wheelbarrow has a 

brake and a locking mechanism to stop the tray from 

tipping. 

 
 
Wheelchair carrier 
 

A mother, who is her son’s carer due to 

disability, contacted TADSA looking for a way 

for her to carry his wheelchair on the back of 

her four wheel drive vehicle. The carrier 

needed to be attached to the vehicle’s towing 

facility and it also needed to enable her to 

wheel the chair up a ramp to the carrier. 

 

It was also important that she be able to open 

the vehicle’s rear hatch door while the carrier 
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was attached. A waterproof cover was also requested. Two TADSA Volunteers 

undertook this project; Trevor Schwartz built and attached the carrier while Theo Van 

Deventer made the waterproof cover. 

 
Cot modifications 
 
A client who uses a wheelchair was pregnant with 

her first child and realised that she would not be 

able to attend to her newborn when he or she was 

in a cot. She contacted our project team and 

advised which cot she wanted to buy and the 

team believed it could be modified to suit her 

needs. After the client bought the cot, TADSA 

Volunteer Pat Pratt picked it up from the client and 

modified it. He cut the door in half, hinged each 

half on the ends of the cot, added some sash 

window locks to hold each half of the door closed 

and a sliding mechanism at the top to hold the top 

secured when the doors are closed. He also added some clear acrylic between some of 

the upright slats so the child cannot access the window sash locks. The cot was 

delivered back to the client before she gave birth.  

 
Indoor recreation equipment 
 

The Recreation Coach at the Ingle Farm Recreation Centre, 

who works with children with disabilities, contacted TADSA to 

ask if we could make some equipment similar to some he had 

seen overseas. Specifically, he wanted equipment to allow the 

children to play skittles and mini soccer indoors. TADSA 

Volunteer Gordon Sweeney completed the project by 

constructing two guide rails (in three metre lengths for easy 

storage), a net frame and a 'hole in one' ball catcher. 

 
 

 

 

 

Foot guard for wheelchair sports 

 

Travis, a previous client, acquired a new sports 

wheelchair and needed a new foot guard to be 

made and fitted so he could use the new chair to 

play wheelchair soccer and hockey. He wanted it 

built like a 'bull dozer', which is just what TADSA 

Volunteer Joe Tieste did. 
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A boy and his bike/s (front Cover) 

 

My name is Aidan Barry, I am 22 years old and studying to 

become a teacher despite my disabilities; most notably, 

phocomelia major, a rare malformation of my upper limbs. Words 

cannot beging to describe the importance that TADSA has had on 

my life.  As a young person I found it very important to be able to 

keep up with my friends and I would not have been able to do this 

without the help of the TADSA technical volunteers.  The first of 

many projects that TADSA and its many volunteers assisted me 

with was modifying my first bake so that I was able to use in on 

my own.  I received this bike when I was five years old and it was 

modified with extended handle bars so that I was able to reach 

them.  I used the bike regularly and used it to ride around with friends from school.  I 

was able to use the bike up until I reached 8 years of age.   

 

By the time I was 10 I had outgrown my first bike 

and asked TADSA to build a new one.  This bike 

was modified through the Freedom Wheels 

program.  The main modification to it was moving 

the steering column so that I would not hit it with 

my feet while pedalling.  At first, this was difficult to 

achieve but through many meetings with TADSA 

we were able to achieve this.  The bike arrived 

completed when I was 12 and I used until I once 

again outgrew it.  

 

Earlier this year I asked TADSA to build me a recumbent cycle as I felt this might be 

easier to use than a regular bike.  This bike was not as complicated as the previous one 

as we only had to reposition the gearstick so that I cold turn easily.  The bike is now 

ready to use and I am now eagerly waiting 

for some clear skies to go out and ride!  

 

I want to reiterate that words cannot 

express my gratitude to the awesome 

amazing volunteers at TADSA who’ve with 

their outstanding creative thinking allowed 

me to follow and achieve my dreams and 

my full potential.  THANK YOU ALL.   

 

Aidan Barry 2019  
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SPECIAL EVENTS 
The speech given in the House of Representatives by Ms Nicolle Flint MP, Member for 

Boothby, in recognition of TADSA’s 40th anniversary.  
 

 
 

 

       

 

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES  

STATEMENTS BY MEMBERS 

Congratulating TADSA on their 40
th 

Anniversary 

Ms Nicolle Flint MP Monday, 

26 November 2018 

Ms FLINT (Boothby) (10:40): Today I would like to recognise some of the 

wonderful disability support groups and organisations in our community in South 

Australia. This year is a very special anniversary for Technology for Ageing and 

Disability (South Australia) Inc., or TADSA, because it’s celebrating its 40th 

anniversary. TADSA is a not-for-profit volunteer organisation that has been serving 

the South Australian community for four decades with one goal: to improve the 

quality of life for South Australians who experience barriers in their lives due to 

disability or age. 

 

Formerly called Technical Aid to the Disabled (SA), TADSA specialises in 

modifying equipment as well as the design and manufacture of customised 

equipment to suit an individual’s needs. The organisation’s dedicated 

volunteers, with a wide range of specialised technical skills, have assisted 

thousands of South Australians to live more independent, dignified lives. For 

people who experience disability, having the right equipment in place makes a big 

difference in helping them to be independent and stay connected to their family, 

friends, workplace and community. 

 

The fantastic TADSA volunteers can build or modify just about anything to make life 

that little bit easier, including wheelchairs, tables, workstations, clothes lines, 

walkers, cutlery, gardening tools or even fishing rods, to name just a few. A major 

community access program conceived by TADSA is the Freedom Wheels program, 

which provides modified bicycles for children who, through disability, are unable to 

ride a regular bike. Because of this program, these children can experience a new 

kind of independence and participate in activities so often taken for granted by 

others. I congratulate and thank all of the volunteers at TADSA—in particular, 

founding members John Cappo, Andrew Downing, Kevin Neylon, Alan Short and 

Terry Cody. A special mention also to Ken Lawson, Richard Jackson and Julie 

Peak, who have each contributed 20 years of service. A very happy 40th 

anniversary to TADSA. 
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National Volunteer Week Parade 20 May 2019 

 
TADSA joined dozens of other SA volunteer based organisations for 

the annual National Volunteer Week Parade from the Torrens Parade 

Ground to Victoria Square. It was a good opportunity to catch up with 

other groups that we have been involved with in the past. Pictured left 

from left are TADSA Chairperson Antonia Karydis-Frisan, TADSA 

Volunteer Theo Van Deventer and 

TADSA PR Officer Ian Beaton. Our 

Freedom Wheels mascot Freddy Hi 5 

is front and centre.  

 
 
 

Antonia Karydis-Frisan 
Theo Van Deventer, and  
Ian Beaton  

  Tracey Watters, Antonia Karydis-Frisan, 
 and Theo Deventer 

 
 
 

 

KPMG’S Engagement for Marketing Advisory 
Services 
 
In September 2018 KPMG generously agreed to provide Marketing Advisory Services 

to TADSA under their pro bono policy which aims to support not-for-profit organisations 

with free or discounted professional services.   

 

KPMG's engagement was brought about by the uncertainty caused by the 

implementation and roll out of the NDIS in South Australia. A lack of visibility in the 

market and transformational reform in the social services sector has led to a need for a 

more competitive operating model if we are to sustain services into the future.   

 

This body of work involved a review of TADSA’s service delivery and operating models 

in order to identify attract and retain alternative income sources.  KPMG provided 

TADSA with recommendations that would support a go-to-market strategy that 

articulated TADSA’s services to existing and new customers to facilitate growth.  

 

We are extremely grateful to now retired Board member Amarish Thakur for nominating 

TADSA to receive this invaluable KPMG expertise. We acknowledge many hours 

were spent on this report at a significant expense for KPMG and wish to take this 

opportunity to thank the KPMG team and in particular a number of the team that we 

became familiar with (including but not exhaustive) Carmen Bekker, Kathryn Murray 

and Natasha Hayes.  

 
 

 



TADSA Annual Report FY19 
 

10 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Income and Expenditure & Balance Sheet Statement 

Technology for Ageing & Disability (SA) Inc. 
ABN 90 797 478 904 
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TECHNNOLOGY FOR AGEING & DISABILTY (SA) INCORPORATED 
STATEMENT BY THE TADSA BOARDThe Board of Technology for Ageing & Disability (SA) Incorporated (TADSA) has determined that the 

Organisation is not a reporting entity and that this special purpose report is prepared in order to satisfy the financial reporting requirements 
of the Associations Incorporation Act 1985 and the requirements of the constitution of TADSA and its members.  

 
In the opinion of the Board, the financial report: 
1.    (a)   Presents fairly the financial position of TADSA for the year ended 30

th
 June 2018. 

    (b)   At the date of this statement there are reasonable grounds to believe that TADSA will be able         to pay its debts as and when 
they fall due. 
2. Since the end of the previous financial year no officer of TADSA, no firm of which an officer is a member, and no body corporate in which 

an officer has a substantial financial interest, has received or become entitled to receive any benefit as a result of a contract between the 
officer, firm or body corporate and TADSA. 

 
This statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Board and is signed for and on behalf of the Board by: 
 
 
 
 
 
             
  Chairperson                                     Board Member  
Dated at Adelaide this 7th day of November 2019 
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Thank you to donors 
 

We acknowledge and thank everyone who has donated and helped support TADSA 

during the year.  Your support is our encouragement.     

 

Rotary Club of St Peters 

Office of Volunteers  

Lions Club of Blackwood  

J & J Wilson  

Lions Club of West Beach  

Combined Probus Club of Lockleys  

L A Ward  

Rose Park Probus Club  

Salisbury Probus Club  

Kiwanis Club of Modbury  

Rotary Club of West Torrens  

In Memorium Donations for Mr Ian Kirk  

R Edwards 

J Peake 

Rotary Club of Campbelltown  

J Violi 

Estate of Dr Frederick Slater 

University of Third Age  

End of Financial Year Appeal Donors 

City to Bay Sponsored Walk Donors  

Enfield Community Centre use of room for monthly technical meetings 

Royals Society for the Blind use of facilities and grounds 

DIONA Civil Engineering company provision of room for TADSA Board Meetings 

KPMG Pro Bono Marketing Advisory Service Report  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Celebrating 40 years of helping people with ageing and disability 
services in 2018/19.  

PO Box 540  
MODBURY SA 5092  

Phone: (08) 8261 2922  
Email: admin @ tadsa.org.au  

Website: www.tadsa.org.au  


